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We have had a wonderful year with over 770 adults using the services of the Literacy Council!  
Our Project Flower children numbered 66. These are phenomenal statistics for a Council our size.  
It was all made possible by your donations of time and money.  We have been most fortunate this 
year.  Our volunteer tutors are just marvelous. 

Our mobile computer lab, made possible by a grant from the Community Foundation of Burke 
County, is in full swing at Project Flower. The students love it and it is a great learning tool for the 
English Learners. We would love to have a volunteer to open the lab at other times. 

At this time of year, gathering around hearth and home with family and 
friends beats the bustle of everyday living anytime of the year.  What 
better time to enjoy those you love most than right now?  Merry 
Christmas to you!  You are the ones we hold most dear at the Literacy 
Council.  We count you as one of our many blessing this year. 

Thank you. 
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The Burke County Literacy Council would like to invite you to read our newsletter online or via 
email. Please email Ariel at literacysupport@bellsouth.net with the subject of Newsletter to join 
our electronic mailing list. All issues of our newsletter are available in PDF format on our website 
www.burkeliteracy.org      1 

Project FLOWER students, 
Rosa Deleon and Adelaida 
Francisco enjoying the new 

mobile computer lab. 
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JOY TO THE WORLD! 
Wishing you all PEACE, 

LOVE, and JOY this 
holiday  
season.  
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Valerie Hightower and two of her children Hallie an d Major 
helped pass out free books (from the Literacy Counc il)  for 
90 families at Hillcrest Elementary “Family Reading  Night” 

and book fair in September. 

Our Annual Spelling Bee was held in May and Blue Ridge 
Radiology Association took the trophy hands down this 
year. Top Picture from left for right: Dr. James D. M elton, 

Paul A. Fisher, and Eric Antley. Bottom Picture: Dr. 
Charles Suber, Morgan Welch, Eric Antley, Dr. James 

Melston, and Paul Fisher. 

Tutor Brenda Mohnshine and her students pictured 
from left to right: Eliet Padilla and Maria Jimenez are 
learning English and improving their literacy skills. 

Students pictured from left 
to right: Ana Andres-Jose, 

Petrona Nicolas-Francisco-
Pascual, and Eulalia Sebas-
tian-Manuel with their tutor 
Miguel Sebastian pictured 
in the upper right  corner. 

In April BCLC hosted a Volunteer          
Appreciation Luncheon for our dedicated 
tutors and volunteers. Pictured from left to 
right is Leanne Brittan, Marilyn Settlemyer,   

Elinora Miller, and Patsy Campbell.  
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The Literacy Council staff and board would like to welcome 
our new staff members and Interns: 

Valerie Hightower 
Valerie joins us as the Family Literacy Coordinator. She 
formerly taught sixth grade reading and language arts but has 
been at home raising her children for the last nine years.   
Valerie grew up in Texas, lived in Georgia for thirteen years, 
and is now happy to call Morganton home for the past four 
years.  Her family consists of Jamie, her husband, and their 
three children, Peyton, Major, and Hallie. 

Stephanie South 
Stephanie is serving as the Project Citizenship 
Coordinator.This position is new to Stephanie as her 
background is in Human Services/Social Worker Realm.She 
currently lives in Morganton with her husband, David South 
and two daughters, Alex and Madison. 

Keisha Young 
Keisha joins our team as the Childcare Instructor Worker for 
Project FLOWER. Keisha has worked in Georgia Public 
School Systems and also currently works at a local daycare in 
Morganton. She is an avid reader and appreciates literacy and 
the love of learning. 

Megan Pherigo 
Megan is majoring in Accounting at Western Piedmont 
Community College.  
 
Chialia Yang 
Born and raised in North Carolina, Chialia has been 
designing since she was eleven years old. Inspired by her 
older brother in computers/technology, she has become an 
outstanding amateur artist in her family. She is gladly 
assisting Burke Literacy's website as a volunteer to expand 
her knowledge in web & graphic designing. She is currently 
in college to earn her Digital Effects and Animation degree. 
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Project FLOWER/Project Citizenship 
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Jay Turner 
When I called to inquire about volunteer opportunities 
back in the spring, Browning wasted no time in 
welcoming me aboard and pairing me with a student. 
My main concern was being able to dedicate consistent 
time to the program. Browning assured me that there 
was enough flexibility to allow for reasonable schedule 
variations. My next question was how to teach the 
lessons. It turns out that the Laubach plan is extremely 
easy to follow. No problem there. Then I wanted to 
know where would I meet my student. The public 
library has study rooms available which are perfect. I 
proceeded to contact the student that Browning had 
selected for me, and we met at the library and got to 
work. We have now progressed to the end of book 2 and 
my student is reading better than he realizes. Seeing the 
world through the eyes of someone who has not been a 
lifelong reader has been fascinating for me. I hope to be 
able to share the joy of reading through the Literacy 
Council with others in years to come. 
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Virginia Davis 
 

October 22, 1940—July 1, 2008 
In memory of her service and dedication as a 
board member of the Burke County Literacy 

Council since October 1999. Virginia put forth 
genuine effort towards eliminating illiteracy in 

Burke County.   
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Project Flower is having an exhilarating year! Grace Episcopal Church has offered the use of their fellowship hall once 
again. Miguel Sebastian ran this program during the summer at St. Charles Catholic Church for low level students who 
wanted to keep studying and have seen a lot of progress already. Our new year began September 4th and will dismiss for 
Christmas break after December 18th. Classes will start again after the new year on January 6th. 

One-on-One Adult tutors are needed! We have 2 students who can meet once a week for 2 hours to improve their 
reading skills. One student can meet at the Hildebran Library in the afternoon-evening. Another student can meet at the 
Drexel Primary School anytime between 8-1 PM. Free training and materials are provided by the Burke County Literacy 
Council. 

Project Citizenship is very excited to have 9 students become citizens in 2008. In 2007, 10 students became citizens.   
BCLC has assisted 76 new citizens since 2001. 
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ABC Lunch for Literacy  
Another success in February earning a grand total of $1,945.72! The Burke County Literacy Council thanks everyone 
who came to our ABC Lunch for Literacy on February 22, at Grace Episcopal Church. We are grateful for your support 
of the Council. The funds raised will help provide free tutoring, supplies, books, and materials for our students and their 
children. We want to thank the local businesses that stepped forward with their generous donations for the lunch and all 
the volunteers that served, sold tickets, delivered meals, and cleaned up. This made our benefit a total success. 

Belk Charity Day 
What a successful fundraiser we had for April and November! Total earnings this spring were $599.10 and this fall were 
$372.00! Thank you for helping support literacy in Burke County! 

Spelling Bee for Literacy 
Burke County Literacy Council hosted their 16th Annual Spelling Bee at Patton High School May 1st at 7 pm. This 
event was sponsored by the Morganton Rotary Club. This year's winner was Blue Ridge Radiology Association, who 
competed against Patton High School and Morganton Rotary Club for the trophy. The other teams who competed were 
Bank of America, C. Ervin and Associates, Department of Social Services, Freedom High School, Men’s Club of 
Morganton, Morganton Kiwanis Club, Morganton Rotary Club, United Way, and Wachovia Bank. We want to thank the 
local businesses for their generous donations to the Bee and all the volunteers that served, sold tickets, and cleaned up. 
This made our Bee a complete success. A total of $2,107 was raised through our Spelling Bee this year! 
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Updated website 
Please visit our new website revamped by Chialia Yang. Chialia has done exceptional work. Please visit our 
website the next time you are online. www.burkeliteracy.org  

Literacy Council Wish List  
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The Literacy Council is sincerely grateful to the 
following for their donations given between   
December 7, 2007 and December 19,2008 

Individuals  
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Bi-Lo, Food Lion, Harris Teeter, and Ingles are giving away money and supplies to support organizations like ours and we would 
love to get your help! To link your shopping cards there are three ways to sign up. 1) Go to the website listed below. 2) Use the code 
provided when you present your shopping card to the cashier. 3) We can do it for you if you call Ariel at 437-7477 with the 
requested information or return the form in this newsletter to BCLC. 

Your Advantage Card from Ingles can be easily linked by signing up at your local Ingles store by using our code of 12163 or at the 
Ingles web site http://www.ingles-markets.com/advantage_card/tools_for_schools/cardlink_step_1.php You must re-enroll each 
year after August 1st.  

Signing up your Bonuscard from Bi-Lo is simple. Included in the newsletter is an enrollment form. Take the form to your local Bi-
Lo and provide your Bonuscard with the enrollment form to the cashier. You must re-enroll each  year after July 1st. 

Linking your MVP Customer Card from Food Lion is the easy. The website to sign up is https://www.foodlion.com/
IntheCommunity/ShopandShare/secure/RegisterMVPCards.asp 

You can link your VIC  Card by asking the cashier to link your card to our number which is 6099.  You can also link up online at 
https://www.harristeeter.com/default.aspx?pageId=32   6 
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Link Up For Literacy Sign Up Form 

Food Lion 

Shopping Cards to Link 

Harris Teeter 

Ingles 

MVP Shopping Card Number 12 digit code 

VIC Shopping Card Number First 11 digits example: 40000000001 

Advantage Shopping Card Number 12 digit code 

Address 

First Name   Middle Initial   Last Name 

City      State    Zip Code 

Email Address 

Daytime Phone #     Home Phone # 

Please mail back to Burke County Literacy Council at 300 N. Green St #204. 
Morganton, NC 28655 or phone this information to Ariel Benfield 437-7477.  
If you shop at Bi-Lo please cut out the barcodes below and bring one of the 
barcodes to a BI-LO cashier to link up and pass the other barcode out to a 
friend. 


