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A Note from the President
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sources. This will challenge us to find
ways to subsidize our budget to maintain
Spring is such a special time of year. It is aour current program levels. The Board, with
time for reflection, new beginnings and your help, will be looking for creative and
growth. innovative ways to face this challenge.

As many of you know, our Board President,In light of these adversities, | am still
Catherine Veronica (Ronnie) Grossi, passe@xcited about the future. | have had the
away on January 5th, 2009. Ronnie was @rivilege of being associated with The
very active member of the Board. Not only Literacy Council for the last three years. |
did she serve two non-consecutive terms abegan as the Family Literacy Coordinator
Board President, one term as Viceafter being a stay-at-home mom for eight
President, 8 % years as a board membegears. This was a good fit for me since |
but she also tutored ESL students at Projeavorked with families, explaining to them
F.L.O.W.E.R. one morning a week. the importance of literacy in the home
while teaching them how to share books
She cared for her students so much _thaénd experiences with their children. My
when one _asked f_or help for a family time at home with my children was not only
_membgr with a difficult schedule_, she valuable to me as a parent but also allowed
immediately offered her 1-on-1 t?‘to””g %N me to gain experiences and skills | was able
Sunday aﬂernoohs. We often joked W'thto use when teaching new parents. | really
her about her “little red schoolhouse” asenjoyed working with the students, staff
that Sunday afterpoon class _grew from 1 tOand board so it was a difficult decision for
5 students. Ronnie was a vital part of OUr o to leave when | was asked to join the

orgf?nlzatlon and is mrllsse.d by the Boa_tlrd’family business. | was thrilled when asked
staff and students at The Literacy Council. to join the board and even more so when

This year marks the 20th anniversary of thehominated for President. | am very excited
Burke County Literacy Council and our to continue working with The Literacy

help is needed now more than ever.Councilinthis new role.

Unemployment rates in our county continue
to climb impacting the lives of all those in

our community. Our mission to teach .
adults and their families to read and/or toGo Green with BCLC

improve their literacy skills and to instill in The Burke County Literacy Council would
all those served a commitment to life-longjike to invite you to read our newsletter
learning will enable us to have a bettergnline or via email. Please email Ariel at
educated workforce. This is a crucialjieracysupport@bellsouth.net with the
element in sustaining the jobs we currentlysypject of Newsletter to join our electronic
have and in attracting new jobs to our area. maijling list. All issues of our newsletter are

) . available in PDF format on our website
At a time when services are needed most,

we are facing budget cuts from our majorwww.burkellteracy.org

Learwne



March. This class will continue to meet throughout the

New Volunteers Welcomed . o
month of June before breaking for summer. Class tirma is

One-to-One Tutoring Tuesday nights from seven to nine o’'clock. The attendance
Josh Benfield averages around thirty students each week. The students ar
Robin Hill very enthusiastic and are working hard. We appreciate our
Christopher Kiser tutors who have worked diligently to make this new class a
Project Flower success: Lauren Amero, Maggie McKinney, Sue Scherwin,
Adriana Morris and Josh Cohen.

. M otheread/Fatheread classes also continued successfully
Tutor SPOtI'ght this year. Throughout the year regular classes were held a
Josh Benfield Family Connections, Burke-Catawba Confinement Facility,

Freedom High School’'s Evenstart class, Generations, Circle

of Friends, and Project FLOWER. We were privilegeti¢o

able to participate in reading nights at Hillcrest and Gal
lementary Schools as well at participate in Burke County
(fg’ools Kindergarten Transition Nights. Participanth@se

When BCLC asked me if | was interested in adult tagpii
was a little reserved about the idea at first. | thougbutiit
for a while, and figured “why not?” After just a fewsteons
with my student | immediately began to see how rewarti
was to help someone learn a new skill that most pe , _
including myself, take for granted. Just the thoughimyf classes recel.ved g free cppy of the book at ea.ch. session
help touching every aspect of their lives is a wondeffl[Ugh quality children’s literature, parents learn intivea
feeling. | was sad to learn the number of adults in BL}’gyl?yS t_o connect with their chlld'ren and b_“"?' .thelr home
County who cant read. Hopefully | can influence mdfyary in the process. If you are interested in joinindass

people to help. Just imagine, what woytdir life be like, if or would like to begin a class in your area, please\G#rie
you couldn’t read or write a thing. Think about it then t(,m@htower, Family Literacy Coordinator, at 437-7477.

action against it One-on-One_Adult tutors are needed! Free training and

materials are provided by the Burke County Literacy Cibunc

Program News

Project Flower participation remained strong throughoEtundralsmg News

the 2008-2009 school year. Average attendance XBE Lunch for Literacy

approximately thirty students. The English as a SecPRg [ jteracy Council held our annual ABC Soup Luncheon
Language students practiced basic reading, writing, §f¢epruary 24 at St. Charles Catholic Church. Everyone

speaking skills. Some groups were able to begin working@Bved a lunch of vegetable or potato soup, grilled cheese
some more detailed English grammar as well. Variows-r&; qwich. a cookie and a drink.

world” topics such as filling out forms, navigating the

doctor’s office, and understanding grocery ads were akis is our largest fundraiser of the year and this year
taught. The year culminated with a field trip to thesed $2,950.69. Thanks to all those who donated items for
Morganton Public Library. The Literacy Council staffdathe luncheon, to those who bought tickets and to all our
Project FLOWER tutors are so proud of this year@unteers who made this possible!

participation and progress! Speaking of tutors, we weng ver

fortunate to have many new tutors volunteering for us Belk Charity Day , _

year at Project FLOWER. Listed below are the new tuy(w},af[ a su'ccessful fundraiser we had for Spring! thal
who came on board: Brenda Monshine, Maggie McKinn%%angS_ this SP””g were $612.50! Thank you for helping
Lauren Amero, Sue Johnson, Beverly Bellew, and Ka%Honrt literacy in Burke County!

Rosenberger along with her children Danielle, Nathalaml,spe”inq Bee for Literacy

Jesse. Our returning tutors were Rose Shook, Marcia fifyas an exciting night of competition. Team Wachovia

Vi_Cki Poitinger, Marilyn Settlemyer, Elinora Miller, an@iyn took home the trophy for their second time, beating out
Miguel Sebastian. Many thanks to all of our tutors-@édl R | patton High School in the final round. Patton bad

veteran alike! chance to overtake Wachovia when Wachovia misspelled

A new ESL class at Luz Y Verdad lIglesias de Dios hega (Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2) New Statistics Released

Spelling Beefor Literacy continued... Today, the National Center for Education Statistics
psychedelic and blanquillo but they were unable to spgilased a new reporBasic Reading Skills and the
floccillation and bellwether correctly for the win. the Literacy of America’s Least Literate Adults: Results from
final round Wachovia spelled ecclesiastic correctly and 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL).
Patton misspelled scutage. Wachovia then spelled

inosculate correctly to give them the victory. Key Findings:

Ph?lip Seven million adults, or about 3% of the adult

Wachovia was represented by Angela Hartley, _ X
population, could not complete even the most basic

Moore, and Candace Pritchard. R. L. Patton High Sthool | . ) :
d by C Duck hoT literacy tasks in the main assessment and were given

team was represente y Courtney Duckworth, OMipe supplemental assessment.

Randolph, and Anne Robertson. Other teams who

L . . - . Nearly 1 in 5 adults in the nonliterate in English group
participated were Blue Ridge Radiology Association — EOFIC had a high school diploma or GED. Among them,

Antley, Paul Fischer & Robert Gage, Burke County more than half (representing roughly 600,000 adults)
Department of Social Services — Carrie Belas, Judyhad earned their high school degree in the US.

Hawkins & Amy' Patton,. Freedom H',gh School — Aargn For those for whom Spanish is a first language, a delay
Hayworth, Maggie Ivancic & Drew Minnear, Men's Club iy |earning English is associated with low basic reading
of Morganton — Michael Fullenwider, William Mode & Ed  skills. Those who learned English before age 11 had
Phillips, and Morganton Rotary Club — Dr. Tom Bland, basic reading scores similar to average native English
Alan Clarke & David Rust. speakers (97 words read correctly per minute);
however, for those who learned English after age 21,
This was the 177 Annual Spelling Bee for Literacy. It was average scores were 35 points (or about one-third)
held April 7" at R. L. Patton High School. This year we lower. Due to the correlational nature of these data,

raised $1,239.00. If you'd like to enter a team in next is impossible to make causal attributions, i.e., to say
, . . that a delay in learning English causes low basic
year’s bee or be on the spelling bee committee, please

) , ~ reading skills.
notify Ariel by phone (437-7477) or email o
(literacysupport@bellsouth.net). 0 Adults who took the main literary assessment were able

to read, on average, 98 words correctly per minute
(wpm), in comparison to 34 wpm by those in the

News at BCLC supplemental assessment.
Letter from a Reader L eader subscriber Literacy Council Wish List
Ariel, ¢ Bottled water for Project Citizenship participants and

Project Flower children
Will you please send me an email copy of the newsleftercopy paper

instead of a printed one. 0 Ink jet paper

' _ ~ 0 Pens/Pencils
| always enjoy hearing news from BCLC. | especiadly nanila file folders

notice that many people who trained from 1987 - 1997 (aregxpanding file folders
still involved with the council. | am very proud of the wotk 6x9 envelopes
you all have done. Congratulations! 0 4x9.5 envelopes

¢ Small pencil sharpeners
| am tutoring again here in Asheville with the Buncombe Notebooks for students

County Literacy Council. | enjoy my adult student and we scissors

are finishing up The Laubach Way to Reading green 3kill pencil Pouches

Book 1 I've done one inservice presentation here, but,Book shelves

regretfully, the council isn't using the LWR series. 0 Tutors/Volunteers F

Please say hello to Brownie and other old timers. BO0OA g ‘
Sincerely, (n]e] e]d W] o

(Abbie) Gail Cable i @fald |



A Note from the Director Read the program updates and be proud of what the
Literacy Council is doing!

of the Literacy Council and its programs. We have ha ng....lf you ever wondered what my job was about — read

full and busy year. Our student numbers have increase ollowing report after a phone interview with my six

and we have new ESL classes with dedicated studge%r. oId' granddaughter, Morgan Steinert. | think shetgot i
. . . a{h.ust right.

Many students have made amazing academic gains this

year. Currently students are taking their post-testiek

forward to our end of the year reports to see the whole

picture of how well our volunteer tutors have moved their

students toward reading proficiency.

As always, thank you so much for your continued sup%)rt
t
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66, of Morganton, died on Jan. 5, 2009 at @munty Literacy Council and was actively

Hospice in Wayne, N.J. following a serious/olved in other charitable endeavors. She
illness. Veronica (Ronnie as she was knowars the devoted wife of the late Charles

to friends) had lived the past several year&iossi and is survived by her sister, Patricia
Greensboro and Morganton after retiriRgterson of West Orange, N.J., her six nieces
from Goldman Sachs & Co. where she vaa®l nephews and many loving friends. She
the administrative assistant to form&as predeceased by her sister, the Honorable

chairmen Gus Levy and John Whitehead. &la@ol Weaver McCracken of Bloomingdale,
Served as board preS|dent Of the BUM@. Parts of this obituary were found in the Morganton News Herald



Council Receives Donations

In memory of:
Mrs. Veronica Grossi

The Literacy Council is sincerely grateful to the By Mrs. Brenda Mohnshine
following for their donations given betweeMrs. Veronica Grossi

December 19, 2008 and June 8, 2009.

I ndividuals

Becker Law Firm

Mr. and Mrs. John Bleynat

Dr. and Mrs. J. J. Bowen

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Brittain

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Burleson
Ms. Eleanor Butler

Mr. and Mrs. Ronny Childres

Dr. and Mrs. James Collett

Mr. William Connelly

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Danielson
Mr. and Mrs. John Davis

Dr. and Mrs. S. R. Evans Il
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Fullwood
Mr. and Mrs. John Greene

Mr. Wesley Hawn

Mr. Jasper Hemphill

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hinson
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Leissner

Mr. and Mrs. James McCombs
Ms. Maggie McKinney

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Marlow
The Muses

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Patton Il
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Plyler
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Poteet

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Prewitt
Mrs. Elizabeth Randolph

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Salsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schlein
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Settlemyer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sheldon
Mrs. Rosalba Shook

Judge and Mrs. Claude Sitton
Mrs. Connie Smith

Sossoman Funeral Home, Inc.
Mrs. Kaye Taylor

Teacher’s Pet

Ms. Katherine Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. DeVon Vance
Mr. and Mrs. Allen VanNoppen
Rev. and Mrs. Bruce Walker
Mrs. Linda Wall

Mrs. Sandra Weathers

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Whisenant
Mrs. Doris Wilson

Mr. Otto Woerner

Mr. and Mrs. Wilford Wolfgang

By Mr. and Mrs. Richard Claus

In honor of continued...
Ms. Rose Lundeen

By Mr. and Mrs. John Lundeen
Mr. Merle Chapman

By Mr. and Mrs. Larry Taylor

Mrs. Veronica Grossi and Mr. Thomas Rochefort

By Mrs. Elinora Miller
Mrs. Veronica Grossi

By Mr. and Mrs. William Sharp
Mrs. Veronica Grossi

By Mr. and Mrs. Mario DiVirgilio
Mrs. Veronica Grossi

By Mr. and Mrs. Allen Fullwood

Community/Service Organizations
Calvary Lutheran Church

First Presbyterian Church

First United Methodist Church

Grantg/Private Foundations
Burke County Smart Start

Mrs. Veronica Grossi and Mr. Thomas RocheforBurke County United Way
Mr. Andrew Cogdell & Mrs. Barbara Degen By Mrs. Rosalba Shook

Mrs. Veronica Grossi

By Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dobson
Mrs. Veronica Grossi

By Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jacumin
Mrs. Veronica Grossi

By Ingelore Witt
Ms. Helen Aiken

By Mr. Robert Lathan
Mrs. Joan Connelly

By Mr. William Connelly
Mrs. Helen Bleynat Warlick

By CDR and Mrs. Edward Bleynat

Mr. Thomas Rochefort

By Mrs. Elinora Miller
Mr. Robert T. McGimsey

By Dr. and Mrs. Cameron Keels
Mrs. Veronica Grossi

By Mr. and Mrs. Chris Brittain
Mr. Frank Bowers

Mull Foundation
North Carolina Community College System

In-Kind

Abele’s Restaurant
AJ’s Prime Sirloin
BI-LO

Bojangles

Broad River Electric
Burkemont Trade & Pawn
Caring Touch Day Spa
Case Farms
Chick-fil-a

Clark Tire & Auto
College Discount Drug
Curves

Discount Foods

Fatz Café

Food Lion #125

Food Lion #865

By Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Messenheimelzqod Lion #1665

Mr. Thomas Rochefort

By Mr. and Mrs. David Daniel
Mrs. Gloria Pons

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Boggs

In honor of:

Mrs. Doris Fullwood

By Mr. and Mrs. J. Ray Leonhardt

Mrs. Amanda Icard
By Ms. Alice Wood
Mrs. Emily Alexander
By Dr. David Alexander
Mrs. Catherine Satterwhite
By Mr. and Mrs. Richard Icard
Ms. Judy Lane
By Mrs. Viola Brandon
Ms. Dana Honea & Ken Masters
By Rhonda & Sage Bonfield
Ms. Gayle Walden
By Rhonda & Adam Bonfield
Mr. Josh Reeve
By Rhonda & Matthew Bonfield

Friday Friends Restaurant
Geppeto’s of Morganton
HarperCollins Publishers
Healing Arts of Gentle Methods

Continued on back page...

\ "y
Give the gift of Literacy

Burke County @

Literacy Council
Tel: 828-437-7477 Read. Learn. Help

Someone.
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Council Receives Donations Continued... Lowes Submasters

In-Kind Continued... The Muses Timberwood Family Restaurant
Mrs. Lynn Henderson Papa John’s Pizza Universal Artist

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Icard Pilot Mt. School Coffee Shop Uptown Restaurant

Ingles Phifer Wellness Center Mr. David Von Oesen
Innovative Ink Inc. Sara Lee Bakery Wendy’s

Link Up For Literacy

Bi-Lo, Food Lion, Harris Teeter, and Ingles are giving yawaney and supplies to support organizations like oursaendould
love to get your help! To link your shopping cards theectlaree ways to sign up. 1) Go to the website listémhbe?) Use the code
provided when you present your shopping card to the cashier.e33aw do it for you if you call Ariel at 437-7477 with the
requested information or return the form in this newsteéd BCLC.

Your Advantage Card from Ingles can be easily linked by signing up at your local Inglesesby using our code 4P163 or at the
Ingles web sitdttp://www.ingles-mar kets.com/advantage card/tools for schools/cardlink step 1.php You must re-enroll each
year after August 1st.

Signing up youBonuscard from Bi-L o is simple. Included in the newsletter is an enrollmernnf Take the form to your local Bi-
Lo and provide your Bonuscard with the enrollment feorthe cashier. You must re-enroll each year after 1kily

Linking your MVP Customer Card from Food Lion is the easy. The website to sign uphigps://www.foodlion.com/
I ntheCommunity/ShopandShar e/secur e/Register M VPCar ds.asp

You can link yourVIC Card by asking the cashier to link your card to our nhumberchvig 6099. You can also link up online at
https://www.har risteeter .com/default.aspx?pagel d=32




Link Up For Literacy Sign Up Form

Shopping Cards to Link i

4 74020 22123 =

- F‘OOd LIOh MVP Shopping Card Number 12 digit code
w‘@hm,g@m@ 12 digit card number

] Harris Teeter

Pergzet Ber b
& eilucation

O Ingles

= Advantage Shopping Card Number 12 digit code
ingles

Tools For Schools |

VIC Shopping Card Number First 11 digits example: 40000000001

First Name Middle Initial Last Name
Address
City State Zip Code

Email Address

Daytime Phone # Home Phone #

Please mail back to Burke County Literacy Council at 300 N. Green St #204.
Morganton, NC 28655, fax it to 437-7948, or phone this information to Ariel
Benfield 437-7477.

If you shop at Bi-Lo please cut out the barcodes below and bring one of the
barcodes to a BI-L O cashier to link up and pass the other barcode out to a
friend.

\We are participating in Bl-LQ's boostersplus fund-ralsing program this year, We can earn money for BURKE
COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL by simply shopping at any BI-LO with our BONUSCARD. Just give one of the
enroliment cards below to the cashier along with your BOMUSCARD lo be scanned within your grocery order. This
one-time scan will enroll you for BURKE COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL until May 31 and we will receive one
percent of your purchases. Give the exra enrolliment cards to family and friends so they can help us raise money as
well

{6 = .mp.us.] {@ |,_;.., ot wp,us }

Gree fes enmliment card to the cashes with your 1 Dive Ihg enclimrant cand ko the cashier with your
BONUSCARD ang Lime ooy e BCrocd yése 10 &l BONUSCARD ane ims :||. T T schonl el 10 anrod
2 Cine penent of your pulchased wil be donated oy 2 Dne percen of your |1 urchases wil be dored 1o
:’csr.wall:'.‘l group Irr':u:r.r.’.:-r | e -:-_;rm-c. Group hedngh May 31
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